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vein, aS a quiet, small-town businessman 
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FALL'S GUY 


efore he snagged the role of Aragorn 

in Peter Jackson’s Lord of the Rings 

trilogy, you would have been hard- 
pressed to recognize Viggo Mortensen. 
Conventionally handsome and perennially 
cast in forgettable films like G.l. Jane and 
28 Days, he could have been confused with 
any one of a dozen other actors. 

Personally, I used to mix him up with 
Grant Show, a.k.a. Jake from Melrose Place. 

But when Stuart Townsend (Charlize 
Theron’s beau) lost the part of Aragorn 
at the 11th hour (something about him 
looking too young), Mortensen won the 
role, simultaneously catching a first-class elevator from the bottom 
of the B-list to the top of A. 

So now people actually care what Viggo Mortensen does with his 
career. And if you know anything about the man — he’s an artist, a 
photographer and a vocal political activist — it shouldn’t surprise 
you that, since LotR, he’s shied away from cheesy thrillers and sappy 
love stories in favour of more complicated films. 

Although last year’s historical action pic Hidalgo was tepidly 
received, his next few films all have considerable promise — 
Alatriste, in which he plays the title’s fascinating 17th-century 
Spanish mercenary-turned-Captain, Killshot, a crime pic from 
Shakespeare in Love director John Madden, and Teresa, a drama about 
a real-life Spanish saint. (Did I mention he speaks fluent Spanish?) 

But first up is David Cronenberg’s A History of Violence. A complex 
examination of family, brutality and past transgressions, the film 
lets Mortensen dive into a character that is practically drowning 
in shades of grey. Lamous deputy editor Ingrid Randoja spoke 
with Mortensen for an in-depth piece that kicks off our 
Fall, Holiday Preview (page 16). 

In that preview, you’ll also find interviews with Orlando Bloom for 
Cameron Crowe’s latest, Elizabethtown (page 24), Lisa Ray, the striking 
Indo-Canadian actor who plays a self-sacrificing prostitute in 
Deepa Mehta’s Water (page 30), and Naomi Watts, who takes on the 
Fay Wray role in the new version of King Kong (page 36). Jackson, 
who apparently just couldn’t stay away from the holiday blockbuster 
season for more than a year, directs Kong. 

And, in addition to key info on every major release between now 
and New Year’s Eve, we also put the spotlight on some of the season’s 
more intriguing films, like Tim Burton’s claymation Corpse Bride 
(page 22), Atom Egoyan’s murder mystery Where the Truth Lies 
(page 26), the coming-of-age installment of the Harry Potter series, 
Goblet of Fire (page 34), and the movie that 
seems to have the best chance of reigning 
victorious come Christmas Break, Disney’s 
extravagant The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe (page 38). 

Remember, the last four months of the year 
are usually the best for movies, with the most 
creative and original pics being released in 
time for Oscar consideration. 


—MARNI WEISZ 
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ἊΣ style writer Liza 
aS. lets you in on the five hottest 
looks of the season 


e’ll never know why designers chose to foist the ladylike secretary 
W--: upon unsuspecting female consumers last fall, as if modern 
women were aching to become dowdy, bridge-playing matriarchs. 
This year they’ve turned to full-bore fantasy and that’s much better, 
especially with all the wearable guises that will make you eager for the first 
cool fall morning. We present our favourites: >> 


The evolution of boho 
pairs rich patterned blouses, skirts and 
dresses with menswear separates and 
accessories or last season’s shrunken 

ἃ. jacket for a look that’s free-spirited but a 
᾿ ¥ little more pulled together. 


VICTORIANA: say no to 


repressed sexuality, yes to lush 
ornamentation. Confused? Take the 


empire waists, ruffled blouses and 
classic cameo brooches of the early 
20th-century, but ignore the era’s + 
penchant for button-up shoes and 

chastity belts. 
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Φ Today’s hair has body and voluptuous waves. 
Try: Marc Anthony’s Instantly Thick Shampoo or John Frieda’s new Brilliant 
Brunette Full Shine Volumising Mousse to give nature a little assist. 


Φ Need an easy way to create this fall’s face? 
Makeup guru Pat McGrath, famous for creating Armani’s 
subtle and pricy makeup line, is now Cover Girl’s new 
creative design director. Replicate the looks she created 
for the runways of Versace (smouldering eyes and a 
glossy mouth) and Dior (great skin and a tawny mouth) 
===" with this wallet-friendly line. Our fall pick: Smoothwear 
Liptint gloss in the universally flattering shade Blushwine. 


Da 


Φ Jet beads, chokers, oversized 
frankly fake colourful jewels and rich fur trim 
are the accents of the season. Ditto for chunky 
wool scarves. And remember, it’s always easier 
to build texture into your footwear (or a bag, 
like this one from Transit) than having to 
strategize the exact placement of a brooch. 
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The season gets ΟἿ᾽ to an EXDIOSIVE start with David Cronenberg's 


acclaimed 


star 


talks about painting his character with Snades OF ΠΟΥ ev inert rannoua 


and their work: Tom Cruise oozes earnestness, George 
Clooney twitches nonchalance and Viggo Mortensen, 
well, Mortensen manifests righteousness. 

You may be thinking, sure, that’s the hangover effect from 
the 46-year-old’s portrayal of kingly Aragorn in the Lord of the 
Rings trilogy. But it’s more than that; you get the feeling 
Viggo Mortensen would do what’s right, even if he was playing 
a really bad guy. 

Maybe that’s what director David Cronenberg was thinking 
when he cast Mortensen to star in his taut thriller A History 
of Violence, which was shot in southern Ontario last year, 
premiered to critical acclaim at this spring’s Cannes Film 
Festival and is screening as a gala presentation at this month’s 
Toronto International Film Festival. 

Mortensen plays Tom Stall, a quiet guy who runs a diner in 
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a small American town where he lives with his wife (Maria 
Bello) and two kids. Laid-back Tom isn’t much for talking 
about his past, but he loses that luxury after killing two thugs 
who try to rob his diner. 

His heroic actions earn him a whole lot of press, which 
leads to the arrival of a sinister man in black (Ed Harris, with 
a gouged eye) who claims Tom isn’t Tom but rather Joey, a 
killer from Philadelphia who’s responsible for said gouged 
eye. It seems Joey needs to return to Philly and make peace 
with his older, gangster brother Richie (William Hurt). Tom 
assures everyone that the whole mess is a case of mistaken 
identity. But is it? 

“['Tom] doesn’t go from wearing a white hat to a black hat,” 
says Mortensen on the line from Los Angeles. “David’s hope, 
like mine, was that his transition would be subtle and that you 


couldn’t really fix exactly when you feel it happens because >> 
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>> it’s normal for people not to show 


fall | preview 


what they are thinking or feeling. 
It’s not safe to do that. It’s just a 
question of survival, most normal 
people keep something in reserve 
and it’s probably wise to do so. 

“So in that sense he’s no different 
from anyone else. Of course, the 
things he’s not being forthcoming 
about are a little more intense 
than what most people have to 
deal with.” 

Mortensen gives a riveting per- 
formance, especially since the 
audience is watching his every 
gesture, every half-smile, every 
pleading denial for some sign that 
will expose the truth about his 
character. The actor thrives under 
Cronenberg’s sparse directing 
style, which is less about florid 
camera movements and gimmicky 


imi 

Ed Harris (left) 
confronts - 
Mortensen ©) ἢ 


everythi 
the mofe. 


effects, and more about pointing a ἰ-- τος 


Ler 53...ὕ:: 
camera at the actors and letting tee ef 
them tell the story. Even the violent | | 
scenes — and there are few explo- 
sive moments — are not meant to | 
entertain. 

“Violence in movies, even if it’s 
shown to be really bloody, has a 
layer of gelatin or sugar over 
everything — whether it’s shot in 
slow motion or looks pretty in 
some way,” says Mortensen. 

“I think David made a conscious 
effort to make sure that everything 
was matter-of-fact in this movie and 
the way the movie was shot and 
edited has a very matter-of-fact look to it. And that pales the 
film feel more real and a little bleaker when it needs to be. All 
you are left with are these faces, these actions and these 
relationships. There is no hiding behind glamourous angles, it 
just is what it is.” 

Mortensen says that in some ways it’s like the 1952 
Gary Cooper western High Noon, about a town marshal who’s 
abandoned by his friends and family when he decides to 
stand up to a criminal out to kill him. 

“In the ’50s when High Noon came out it was thought of as a 
very unusual, groundbreaking sort of western. It posed some 
difficult questions, whether people were aware of them or not, 
in terms of morality and politics, and I think our movie does 
too. I think, at the time, people probably thought, ‘I don’t 
know if it will do well or not,’ and all of a sudden it did really 
well. Of course they had Gary Cooper, but still...” 

He may not think of himself as being in the same league as 
Cooper, but Mortensen credits Cronenberg with bringing out 
the best of his acting abilities. 

“You hear these things all the time and they sound cliché: 
‘Wow, what a great experience,” says Mortensen. “But it was 
remarkable to collaborate with David because so much of it 


David Cronenberg” 
(centre) directs _ 
his star 
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“T think fa made a con- 
scious effort to make sure that 
ing was matter-o-fact in 
says Mortensen 


was unspoken. I felt I had a very 
clear, uncluttered and extremely 
satisfying line of communication 
with him all the time. We didn’t 
waste many words, and there was a 
lot of humour along the way.” 

That sense of humour and fun 
also found its way into Mortensen’s 
relationship with the  film’s 
Toronto-area, hockey-loving crew, 
m who gave the actor a crash course 
' in what it’s like to work in 
) “Leafs Nation.” 

} “I had a running joke with the 
crew of the movie ‘cause ['m a 
Canadiens fan,” he says with a hint 
of glee. “I was raised in northern 
New York on the St. Lawrence 
across the river from Kingston and 
I always liked Montreal. I made 
the mistake one day, I wasn’t 
thinking, and I walked in wearing 
a Montreal ‘T-shirt. The crew saw 
me and said ‘Holy sh-t, whatya 
doing!’ And then I realized, God, 
' all this guys are wearing f-ckin’ 
Maple Leafs caps every f-ckin’ day. 

“So every Thursday I didn’t just 
wear a Montreal T-shirt, I wore a 
red Montreal hockey jersey,” 
Mortensen says laughing. 

It’s striking to hear the serious- 
minded actor laugh. The man 
who, in addition to acting, paints, 
| takes photos, writes poetry and 
helps raise a teenage son (Henry, 
from his now-defunct marriage to 
punk rock diva Exene Cervenka), 
admits that he’s baal out. After finishing the LotR trilogy he 
travelled around the globe to shoot the period horseracing 
flick Hidalgo, then did A History of Violence and he’s just 
returned from Spain where he completed the 17th-century 
historical action pic Alatriste. The man needs a rest. 

“T’ve been away for quite a while so there are a lot of pieces 
to pick up and there are a lot of things I haven’t dealt with, 
in terms of family, in terms of other interests as well — 
photography, painting, writing,” admits Mortensen. 

But what if a great part comes along? 

“But that’s the way it is with temptation,” he explains. 
“When you really feel you need something, a certain job, it’s 
a desert out there. And when you make a decision, like I’ve 
been away too long, I’ve been blowing off a lot of things, I’ve 
used up a lot of energy and I’ve got to recharge my batteries 
— just when you say that, all of a sudden you are being sent 
stories that are the best thing you’ve ever read. 

“And then you know whether or not you mean it or not, 
and I do mean it, otherwise I’ll never get my sh-t together.” 
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SEPTEMBER 2c": 
[ Jason Statham, Alessandro Glassman 
>> 


Louis Leterrier (The Transporter) 
Tight-lipped courier Frank Martin (Statham) sets 
up shop in Miami where he’s hired to ferry around a businessman’s 


A SOUND OF THUNDER son. But when junior is snatched, it’s up to the suave butt-kicker to 
HO’s Edward Burns, Ben Kingsley rescue the kid. Look for former Olympic diver Statham to perform 
| Peter Hyams (The Relic) most of his own stunts, just like he did in the first 7ransporter film. 


| : In this adaptation of Ray Bradbury’s short story 
a time-travelling dinosaur hunter inadvertently steps on a butterfly 
during a hunt and, thereby, changes the future of mankind. 


THE MAN 
( | IT? Eugene Levy, Samuel L. Jackson 
Patricia Clarkson, Agnes Bruckner Les Mayfield (Flubber 
Lucky McKee (May) BOUT? A foul-tempered detective (Jackson) ropes a 
It’s 1965 and new student Heather (Bruckner) nerdy salesman (Levy) into working undercover. 


arrives at a remote, all-girl boarding school run by creepy head- 
mistress Ms. Traverse (Clarkson). Heather has trouble making new #§ THE EXORCISM OF EMILY ROSE 


friends — especially because her classmates are mysteriously : Laura Linney, Tom Wilkinson 
disappearing — and suffers from violent hallucinations that point ED? Scott Derrickson (debut) 
to a malevolent presence in the surrounding forest. Linney stars as a lawyer defending a priest 


| 

ἡ 

dropped the film after a public outcry. 
Toronto is still, undoubtedly, the biggest. 


And if you’re planning to attend you have MONTREAL WORLD FILM FESTIVAL 
Wherever you live across Canada you're two choices: You can see a relatively big (August 26 to September 5) 
never too far from a major film festival in Hollywood movie that’s going to debut some 
yada Linehan eae taal {ΠΠ8 TOME ΠΕΧῚ few montis anyway Uns TORONTO INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 
ancouver hosting the biggest bashes. year’s picks include Gwyneth Paltrow in ‘September 8 to 17) 
The big change this year is that after with Cameron Diaz, 
years of bickering and politics surrounding David Cronenberg’s or 
Montreal’s World Film Festival, a second the new starring Keira NEW MONTREAL FILM FEST 
festival, aptly named the New Montreal Knightley as Lizzie Bennet). Or you can (September 18 to 25) 
Film Fest, makes its debut. Faced with a catch smaller, often international, fare that 
sudden loss of publicity, the World Film ain’t ever going to hit the multiplex, like Fe Ae NE En et aS EE 
Festival countered by booking the contro- something from the Visions series, which VANCOUVER INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 
versial , about evil-doing couple Karla — focuses on unconventional storytelling and (September 29 to October 14) 
Homolka and Paul Bernardo, but then innovative uses of technology. 
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(Wilkinson) charged with the murder of a woman who died during an 
exorcism. This drama is based on the true story of university student 
Anneliese Michel who, in 1973, began to act violently and stopped 
eating. Her parents took her to the police who told them they 
thought she was possessed. They then asked priests to intervene and 
she died a few years later from dehydration and malnutrition. 


JUST LIKE HEAVEN 
Reese Witherspoon, Mark Ruffalo 
Mark Waters (Mean Girls) 

David's (Ruffalo) quaint San Francisco apart- 
ment comes with bay windows and a roaming spirit named : es Soa 
Elizabeth (Witherspoon). David figures his nosey ghost needs to ᾿ an Shaw is ἃ rmirass 
come to terms with her earthly life before crossing over to the | 
other side, but Elizabeth Is positive she’s not quite dead. Could 
she be right? > > 


Get/alwhole new view of 


the ΗΠ ΑΝ show 


on this Special Edition DVD 


Available On DVD 
August 23 at 
WAL*MART 


Se ATT: 


BRET) ἢ 


And don’t miss this other 
Edition DVD. 


ΤΩΝ 
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SEPTEMBER 


>P SEPTEMBER 18 ROLL BOUNCE 
WHO’S IN IT? 
WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW: UNFORGIVEN WHO DIRECTED? 
Check for a list of theatres where you WHAT’S IT ABOUT? When their roller rink shuts down, X (Bow Wow) 
can watch it live, and to buy tickets. and his crew head to a rink on Chicago’s north side where their 
trick skating isn’t appreciated. 
SEPTEMBER 23 


FLIGHTPLAN CORPSE BRI DE 
Johnny Depp, Helena Bonham Carter 


WHO’S IN IT? 
WHO DIRECTED? 


| 


WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Riffing on Hitchcock’s classic The Lady 
Vanishes, this thriller begins with a mother and daughter (Foster 
and Marlene Lawston) boarding a transatlantic flight. But soon 
after takeoff the daughter disappears and distraught mommy 
discovers no one on the plane believes junior was ever there. 


OLIVER TWIST 

WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? On the Internet Movie Database (imdb.com) 
you'll find more than 20 TV and film versions of Charles 
Dickens’ tale of a naive orphan named Oliver who hooks up with 
a band of pickpockets and thieves in 19th-century London. 
Polanski’s kid-friendly version of the tale stays true to the text, 
and no doubt he tapped into his own memories of being a small 
boy who evaded capture by the Nazis during the Second World 
War, hid in the Krakow Ghetto and roamed the countryside 
alone until the end of the war. 
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AN UNFINISHED LIFE 

WHO’S lege Redford, Jennifer Lopez 

WHO DIRE( 2 Lasse Hallstrom (The Shipping News) 

WHAT'S I πῇ ΓΑ Wyoming rancher (Redford) has to deal with 
the sudden return of his former daughter-in-law (Lopez) and the 
granddaughter he never knew he had. He hasn’t seen the daughter- 
in-law in a decade...since his son died In a car accident for which 
he holds her responsible. 


THE baie GAME EVER PLAYED 

WHO’S ? Shia LaBeouf, Stephen Dillane 

WHO DIRECTED? Bill Paxton (Frailty) 

T’S UT? In 1913, 20-year-old factory worker Francis 
Ouimet (LaBeouf) returns to the golf club where he used to caddie 
and enters the U.S Open going head-to-head with the world’s best 
player, Harry Vardon (Dillane). Based on a true story, Ouimet’s 
unprecedented performance is credited with popularizing the game 
of golf with regular (meaning not wealthy) Americans. 


INTO THE BLUE 

WHO’S oo Walker, Jessica Alba 

WHO DIRECTED? John Stockwell (Crazy/Beautiful) 

WHAT’S | Hs UT? Pretty boys in Speedos and gorgeous girls in 
tankinis come across a sunken treasure, and it doesn’t take long 
for the bad guys to show up looking for their share. 


SERENITY 

WHO’! ΓΒΔΠΙΝΗ Fillion, Gina Torres 

WHO DIRECTED ? Joss Whedon (debut) 

WHAT’S IT ABO 2 Whedon’s aborted sci-fi TV show Firefly becomes 
the season’s lorie sci-fi flick. Fillion plays the captain of a transport 
ship ferrying two passengers who turn out to be fugitives from the 
galaxy’s ruler, The Alliance. 


A HISTORY OF VIOLENCE 


See Viggo Mortensen interview, page 16. 
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fall 


preview 


OCTOBER 
ELIZABETHTOWN 


»» Where are two reasons it might take you a few moments to 


recognize Orlando Bloom in October’s peculiar love story 
Elizabethtown. 

Number one, for the first time in his career the Canterbury- 
born heartthrob plays an American in a leading role. And, he 
admits, he’s a bit insecure about it. “1 think | have a horrible 
American accent, so you’ll have to tell me what you think,” he 
says. “| worked very hard on it, and I’m proud of it now.” 

Number two, at no point in the movie does he brandish a 
sword. Arriving on the scene at the height of the recent boom in 
swords-and-sandals epics, Bloom quickly scored roles in the the 
Lord of the Rings trilogy, Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of 
the Black Pearl, Troy and Kingdom of Heaven. 

“I’m not looking to do any more sword movies,” admits Bloom, 
adding that if he has his way you'll be seeing him mostly in 
“contemporary comedies and dramas” in the months and years 
to come. 

Which brings us back to Elizabethtown, the first film from 
director Cameron Crowe (Singles, Almost Famous, Jerry Maguire, 
Vanilla Sky) in almost four years. 


Orlando Bloom (top row, 
second from the right) 
anchors Elizabethtown’'s , 
dysfunctional Baylor 
family 
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“Elizabethtown is sort of a quirky, off-beat romantic comedy 
that only Cameron Crowe knows how to make,” says Bloom. 
“Initially, | didn’t know if | could pull a comedy off, but Crowe 
found it within me. Cameron Crowe Is a phenomenal director 
because he really knows how to dig deep into your psyche and 
bring out emotions from within you that you weren’t sure were 
there for audiences to see.” 

Bloom plays Drew Baylor, an industrial designer for an Oregon 
shoe company who Is fired when a new product line he spear- 
headed is a flop and loses the company millions. When he 
arrives home his girlfriend (Jessica Biel) dumps him. And just as 
he’s wondering whether to go on living, he gets a call from his 
sister telling him his father’s dead. 

Drew travels from Oregon to his childhood home in 
Elizabethtown, Kentucky, to make the arrangements for his dad’s 
funeral, where he knows he’ll have to entertain hostile family 
members and old “friends” he always detested. But then there’s 
the upside — Claire (Kirsten Dunst), the cute flight attendant he 
met on his flight home to Kentucky. 

“Elizabethtown is another Cameron Crowe romantic classic like 
Jerry Maguire,” says Bloom. “It’s such a wonderfully funny and 
sweet love story. And, to be honest, | might not have had the 
guts to make it a year or two ago. | just wanted to make big, 
successful movies. After doing Elizabethtown, | now know | don’t 
make decisions based on anything other than my instincts and 
wanting to do good work.” 


—EARL DITTMAN »» 
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DC BULLET LOGO, SMALLVILLE, SUPERMAN and all related characters and elements are trademarks of and © DC Comics. 
© 2005 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. All rights reserved. 
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THE GOSPEL 
WHO’S IN IT? 
WHO DIRECTED? 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? When his father the bishop (Powell) gets sick, 
a successful R&B singer (Kodjoe) returns home to discover the 
congregation he’d rejected years before needs his help. Look for 
performances by real R&B artists like Yolanda Adams and Fred 
Hammond. 


TWO FOR THE MONEY 
WHO’S IN IT? 

WHO DIRECTED? 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Like Wal// Street for the sports set, this 
high-stress drama revolves around the powerful head of a huge 
sports gambling operation (Pacino) who hires a young former 
college football star (McConaughey) and grooms him to be the 
face of his company. But, wouldn’t ya know it, greed and egos 
get in the way and their once-profitable relationship turns into 
a viClous Con game. 


“ WHERE THE TRUTH LIES ee 


Three’s a crowd: From left, Kevin Bacon, 
Rachel Blanchard and Colin Firth in 
Where the Truth Lies 
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ICES: ie ‘elle Ralph Fiennes 


WHO DIRECTED? ? Nick Park, Steve Box 

WHAT'S IT i ? In the first full-length feature for clay-based 
duo Wallace € rapes: inventor) and Gromit (his mute, well-meaning 
dog), the former launches a company that removes rabbits from 
local gardens in a humane way. But when one nocturnal beast 
seems to be uncatchable — and right before the Giant Vegetable 
Competition, no less — evil Victor Quartermaine (Fiennes) wants 
to just shoot the dang thing. 


IN HER SHOES 

WHO’S cea Diaz, Toni Collette 

WHO DIRECTED? Curtis Hanson (8 Mile) 

WHAT’S I can ? Just as it looks like their tenuous relationship 
is beyond repair, two very different sisters — free-spirited 
Maggie (Diaz) and super-serious Rose (Collette) — find the 
secretive grandmother (Shirley MacLaine) they never knew existed. 
Written by Susannah Grant, who last collected a screenwriter’s 
paycheque for Erin Brockovich. 


WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW: NO MERCY 
Check www.famousplayers.com for a list of theatres where you 
can watch it live, and to buy tickets. 


NORTH COUNTRY 
WHO’S ? Charlize Theron, Woody Harrelson 
Wk ) o 4 Εἰ ΤΕΙ ? Niki Caro (Whale Rider) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? In 1975 Lois Jensen (Theron) became one of 


the first women to hoist a pickaxe in Minnesota’s iron mines. But 


once underground, she and a handful of her sister miners were 
exposed to sexual taunts and harassment that would be unspeak- 
able today. And when the women complained they were abused 
all over again, by the legal system. 
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THE FOG 

WHO’S IN IT? Tom Welling, Selma Blair 

NHO DIRECTED? Rupert Wainwright (Stigmata) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? One hundred years after a ship full of lepers 
was purposely run aground, a thick fog moves into the coastal 
community where those responsible lived. Shot entirely in 

British Columbia, this remake of the 1980 John Carpenter horror 
Stars Smallville's Welling as one of the poor town’s folk running 
from the vengeful cloudy mass. 


DOMINO 
WHO’S IN IT? Keira Knightley, Mena Suvari 
WHO DIRECTED? Tony Scott (Man on Fire) 

AT’S IT ABOUT? Knightley plays Domino Harvey, the daughter of 
late actor Laurence Harvey, who gave up her modeling career to 
become a licensed bounty hunter. Late this past June, after filming 
had wrapped, the real Harvey was found dead in her bathtub. 


SHOPGIRL 

NHO’S | 2 Steve Martin, Claire Danes 

WHO DIRECTED? Anand Tucker (Hilary and Jackie) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? It’ll be interesting to see how audiences respond 
to this film about a young store clerk (Danes) who Is simultaneously 
courted by a slacker her own age (Jason Schwartzman) and a 
wealthy older man played by Martin, who wrote the screenplay 
based on his own novella. Martin is a perennially likable guy, but 
watching the 60-year-old get gushy over 26-year-old Danes can’t 
help but score high on the ick-scale. 


>> 


ΕΠΕΛΠΙΕΙ 
WHO: ἀραν τι Fanning, Kurt Russell 

WHO DIREC ΤΨΌΙΝ Gatins (debut) 

WHAT’S IT AE ? Fanning, the “scream queen” of child 
scien finally. is a little girl who is neither running from 
vicious aliens, being kidnapped by heartless assassins nor 
conversing with a demonic spirit. The scariest thing about her 
role in this family film is that the racehorse she loves breaks 
its leg and might have to be put down...but not if she has 
anything to say about it. 
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β Toshiba recommends Windows® XP. 


Newton found gravity undera 7 


ry Miller wrote his American novel in Paris. 


1iscovered his sound in the south. 


4 
͵ 


Van Gogh found his art in suffering. 
: 


Columbus learned about geography in a boat. 


Where is your classroom ? 


MOBILITY WITHOUT LIMITS 


Tall 


>> DOOM 
NHO’S Dwayne Johnson, Karl Urban 
Andrzej Bartkowiak 


preview 


(Exit Wounds) 
: In this latest videogame 
adaptation, Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson 
is Sarge, a member of the Special Ops 
Squadron investigating mysterious deaths 
on the faraway planet of Olduvai. Look for 


Antonio Banderas, 
Catherine Zeta-Jones 
2 Martin Campbell 
(The Mask of Zorro) 

Banderas plays to his 
strengths — dressing in black, saying 
threatening things in a breathy voice and 
brandishing large weapons — in this sequel 


sen ἢ Καὶ ἃ, 
᾿ ΑΕ 


to 1998’s The Mask of Zorro. Having 
enjoyed a quiet family life in the 10 years 
since the events of the first film, Zorro must 
now revive his secret identity when 
California’s statehood is again threatened. 


the film to resemble the game in atmos- 
phere more than plot. 


STAY 


aed 


Ewan McGregor, Ryan Gosling 
N Marc Forster 
(Finding Neverland) 
/HAT Gosling plays Henry, a 
depressed patient in the care of psycholo- 
gist Sam Foster (McGregor). When Henry 
tells his doc that he plans to commit 
Suicide in three days it sets a bizarre 
series of events in motion. 
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THE WEATHER MAN 
N Nicolas Cage, Michael Caine 
Gore Verbinski (The Ring) 
Cage pulls his sympa- 
thetic schlub persona out of storage for this 
film about a Chicago weatherman who gets ἢ , 
a shot at the big time when he’s considered 
for a job in New York. But with his family 
in disarray (Hope Davis plays his wife), 
does a move make sense? Caine tops off a 
busy year (Batman Begins, Bewitched) as 
Cage’s sage, no-nonsense father. 
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PRIME 
NH Uma Thurman, Meryl Streep 
Ben Younger (Boiler Room) 
Rafi (Thurman), a 
37-year-old business woman, finds herself 
in a steamy relationship with a 22-year-old 
painter. Streep plays Rafi’s therapist, who’s 
all for the relationship until she realizes 
that the 22-year-old happens to be her son. 
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7. SAW 2 
a a. Ἕ Tobin Bell, Tim Burd 
| ? Darren Lynn Bousman 
(Identity Lost) 


| Just one year and one 
day after the gruesome indie horror Saw hit 
theatres, its sequel does the same. Like the 
original, it’s about a serial killer who thinks 
it’s fun to lock up his victims and make 
them kill each other. Sorry we can’t provide 
more detail, but our sensitive stomachs 
wouldn’t even let get us through the trailer. 
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NOVENBER 


WATER 


[>> y the time Lisa Ray stepped onto the set of Water, the final 


installment in director Deepa Mehta’s trilogy that includes 
the films Fire and Earth, the protests and death threats had 
ceased. 

Ray, the Toronto-born model-turned-actor, replaced actor 
Nandita Das in the film four years after it was originally shut 
down by Hindu fundamentalists who objected to the film’s story, 
which is set in India during the 1930s and centres on a group of 
Hindu widows forced to live in poverty and shame because of 
ancient religious codes. 

The film, which opens this month’s Toronto International Film 
Festival, was a labour of love for India-born, Toronto-based 
Mehta, who at the height of the controversy was surrounded by 
300 Indian government troops needed to protect her during 
filming. 

“Deepa’s overcome so many obstacles and hurdles in order to 
create this beautiful piece of cinema,” says Ray on the line from 
Paris, France, where she’s vacationing before heading to India. 

“The vibe on the set [the film was eventually shot in Sri Lanka] 
was very much about trying to realize Deepa’s vision. She’s gone 
through so much that we all felt very compelled and inspired to 
bring our best to the project.” 

Ray plays Kalyani, a beautiful woman who prostitutes herself 
in order to earn the money needed to keep the other women 
fed and clothed. The group includes aged Patiraji, religious 
Shakuntala and nine-year-old child bride Chuyia. 

“You must understand that it’s a very matter-of-fact existence 
for these women,” says Ray. “There is a certain amount of 
acceptance, not resignation, but acceptance, and all of the 
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female characters have their own methods of trying to comprehend 
why they are where they are.” 

Ray, who is the daughter of an Indian father and Polish mother, 
and who has spent much of her adult life modeling in India, 
understands that a film that condemns the treatment of widows 
may have a difficult time getting seen in that country. 

“| have my fingers crossed for India,” she says. “The political 
climate has changed there, there’s a different political party 
running the country since all the stuff happened back in 2000. | 
was in India a little while ago and there Is a buzz there as well 
as here, and a lot of people are anxious to see the movie.” 

—INGRID RANDOJA 


CHICKEN LITTLE 
Zach Braff, Steve Zahn 
Mark Dindel (The Emperor’s New Groove) 

| Chicken Little (Braff) is still smarting after the 
embarrassment of telling folks in Oakey Oaks that the sky Is 
falling. So when he and his pals, Runt of the Litter (Zahn), Ugly 
Duckling (Joan Cusack) and Fish Out of Water (a water cooler — 
seriously, the special effects guys used a burping water cooler to 
voice the character), discover another global threat they decide 
to keep quiet and take care of the problem themselves. 


V FOR VENDETTA 
Natalie Portman, Hugo Weaving 
James McTeigue (debut) 

How will audiences react to this near-future 
thriller that includes scenes of London landmarks being bombed? 
Portman stars as Evey, a peaceful woman living in totalitarian 
Britain who taps into her inner rebel to help overthrow the 
government. Why the change? She falls under the spell of a 
masked vigilante named V (Weaving). 


Water's Lisa Ray 
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Seasons One and Two Available Now on OVD, 


Available at Ϊ MV 


For more information, 
visit www.macgyverondvd.com. 
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to change without notice. 
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»» ΤΗΕ FAMILY STONE 

N IT? Dermot Mulroney, Sarah 
Jessica Parker 
W ? Thomas Bezucha (Big Eden) 
! ABOUT? Everett Stone 
(Mulroney) gets a surprise when he brings 
home his girlfriend Meredith (Parker) for 
Christmas and realizes his family hates 
her. So Meredith sends for reinforcements: 
her sister Julie (Claire Danes), who 
complicates the situation even further. 


JARHEAD 
WHO'S Jake Gyllenhaal, Jamie Foxx 
? Sam Mendes 

(Road to Perdition) 

| ABOUT? Former marine Anthony 
Swofford made | waves when he penned a 
book detailing the hell of boot camp, the 
fear he felt serving as a Sniper in the 
Middle East and the escapades of his 
unruly platoon mates. The book becomes 
a movie starring Gyllenhaal as “Swoff,” 


Hon Farrell, Q’Orianka Kilcher 
? Terrence Malick 
(The Thin Red Line 
) Colin, Colin, Colin, you 
iust can't mee it of trouble, can you? This 
time you can’t blame the randy Irish actor for 
the situation that developed on the set of 
Malick’s historical drama, which focuses on 
the settling of America and the relationship 
between English pilgrim John Smith and 
native princess Pocahontas. It seems 
Malick, whose dreamy filmmaking style 
often includes erotically charged images, 
had to re-shoot the love scenes between 
Farrell and newcomer Kilcher because she 
was 14 years old at the time and the action 
was, well, icky, verging on illegal. 


Foxx as his commanding officer and Peter 
Sarsgaard as his hardcore mentor and pal. 


GET RICH OR DIE TRYIN’ 

HO a Cent, Viola Davis 

DI D? Jim Sheridan (/n America) 

WHAT’ 2 Filmed in Toronto by an 
irish director, this bio-pic recounts the life 
of rapper and now film star 50 Cent, who 
was brought up by a drug-dealing mother, 
orphaned at a young age, and found his 
way into, and finally out of, the drug 
scene through his music. 


RENT 
NHO’S τ Dawson, Taye Diggs 

? Chris Columbus (Harry 
Potter and He Chamber of Secrets) 

HAT’: 2 We admit it, we well up 
when the cast of Rent starts warbling the 
sappy “five-hundred twenty-five-thousand 
six-hundred minutes.” This heart-on-its- 
Sleeve Broadway musical finally comes to 
the big screen after a protracted stay in 
development hell. The late Jonathan 
Larson borrowed from Puccini's La Boheme 
to tell the story of eight struggling bohemi- 
ans living in New York’s East Village. 


ZATHURA 
WHO’S IN IT? Josh Hutcherson, Jonah Bobo 
2 Jon Favreau (E/f) 

| 2 This kids film picks 
up ΠΕ 1995’ 5 Jumanji leaves off as 
brothers Danny and Walter Budwing find 
an intergalactic board game called 
Zathura at the bottom of the Jumanji box. 
The bickering bros are whisked into space 
when the game suddenly turns interactive. 
Hollywood is ecstatic that author Chris 
Van Allsburg (who also penned The Polar 
Express) finally wrote the sequel, since 
the movies and DVDs based on his books 


have grossed nearly a half-billion dollars. >>> 
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>> 
SYRIANA 


George Clooney, Matt Damon 
Stephen Gaghan (Abandon) 
Clooney added 30 

pounds to play CIA agent Robert Baer, 
who watches as the agency’s post-Cold War 
foothold in the Middle East loosens due 
to lack of funding, miscalculations and 
ruthless oil merchants. 


WALK THE LINE 
Joaquin Phoenix, 
Reese Witherspoon 
| James Mangold (/dentity) 
2 How low can you go? 
That was the question facing Phoenix when 
he accepted the challenge to play baritone 
country music legend Johnny Cash in this 
bio-pic exploring Cash’s early years. From 
all reports Phoenix pulls off the tough 
assignment, singing all the songs himself in 
Cash's trademark gravelly tone, and learning 
to play the guitar from scratch. 


YOURS, MINE AND OURS 
Dennis Quaid, Rene Russo 
Raja Gosnell (Scooby-Doo) 


Daniel Radcliffe, Emma Watson 
Mike Newell 
(Mona Lisa Smile) 

Consider playgrounds, 
parks and Toys “R” Us stores kid-free 
zones on the third weekend of November 
as rug rats from across North America 
descend on movieplexes to catch the 
fourth cinematic installment of the 
Harry Potter series. 


2 This remake of the 
1968 family flick starring Henry Fonda 
and Lucille Ball has Quaid as a Coast 
Guard Admiral with eight kids who marries 
a handbag designer (Russo) who has 10 
children of her own. Look for wacky 
escapades involving the merging of the 
two clans into a mega-family. Both films 
are based on the real-life amalgamation of 
the North-Beardsley families in Carmel, 
California, in 1961. They ended up with 
20 kids in total. 


JUST FRIENDS 
Ryan Reynolds, Amy Smart 
Roger Kumble 
(Cruel Intentions) 

, A notorious ladies man 
(Reynolds) meets up with his high school 
crush (Smart), the woman whose rejection 
of him years ago turned him into a cad. 
And — how often do we write this? — 
filmed in Regina, Saskatchewan, and the 
bustling burb of Moose Jaw! 


NOVEMBER 27 
WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW: 


Check www.famousplayers.com for a list 
of theatres where you can watch it live, 
and to buy tickets. 


Shot over 160 days and with a budget nudging $160-million, this is the most elaborate 
Potter film to date, and it even includes some lip-locks between the now decidedly pubescent 


wizards and witches. 


The plot concerns Harry competing in the prestigious Triwizard Tournament while 
worrying about increasing incidents involving Lord Voldemort’s Death Eaters, Hermione 
trying to free house elves and Ron succumbing to an awful case of jealousy over Harry’s 
exploits. Fans can’t wait to see if pale-eyed, pretty performer Fiennes will be able to 
embody the horribly nasty villain Lord Voldemort, who finally takes corporeal form. 


ALSO SCREENED IN IMAX WHERE AVAILABLE. CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR DETAILS. 
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DECEMBER 
KING KONG 


> Ht was September 2004, close to 30,000 feet over the Pacific, 


when Naomi Watts gazed at the clouds outside of her Quantas 
747, headed for Wellington, New Zealand, and wondered if she 
was making the best — or worst — decision of her career. 

She was about star with a dinosaur-fighting, skyscraper-climbing, 
computer-generated simian in director Peter Jackson’s King Kong, 
this holiday movie season’s proverbial 800-pound gorilla. 

And while it was the role that made the late Fay Wray famous 
in the 1933 original, the much-maligned 1977 remake nearly 
killed Jessica Lange’s career. “It’s a very iconic motion picture 
and legendary movie role, and | felt a little bit of fear about that,” 
Watts admits. “But | also felt a certain amount of determination 
to make it as perfect as | knew the rest of Peter’s film would be. | 
definitely had a plan on bringing something different to the role.” 

Watts plays Ann Darrow, a struggling actor who accompanies 
documentary-maker Carl Denham (Jack Black) to Skull Island to 
track down a gigantic ape that — along with a battalion of 
dinosaurs — calls the remote landmass home. The ape is even- 
tually captured and dragged back to New York where he breaks 


famous 36 


loose and terrorizes the city. Just like the original, Jackson’s version 
takes place in the 1930s, although it’s a romantic and highly 
stylized 1930s, dripping with sepia tones and perfect pin curls. 

Jackson returned to old friend Andy Serkis, who provided the 
body-mapping for The Lord of the Rings’ CGI creature Gollum, to 
act the part of the ape. King Kong’s enormous, hairy exterior was 
later computer-generated in much the same way as Gollum’s 
wrinkly skin. 

For Watts, acting opposite a giant monkey wasn’t easy. 
Fortunately, her director knew how to talk actors through the 
process. “Peter said | didn’t have anything to worry about, he 
told me that in our initial meeting because | [was] very worried 
about not acting with anyone,” says Watts. “But Andy Serkis Is 
not only a character in our film, he was a pair of Kong’s eyes for 
me to look at, and that gave me a huge amount of emotion to 
work with. It was great.” 

And what about that climactic scene at the Empire State 
Building, is that still in there? “Peter loves this movie, so | know 
he didn’t want to tamper with great ideas or change major story 
ideas,” says Watts, coyly skirting the question. “Peter Jackson is 
a genius, and he made it his own. It’s the King Kong we all love, 
but it’s something completely different, and he modernized it, 
even though it’s still set in the ’30s. Peter had some great ideas, 
which I’m not at liberty to divulge right now because he’ll probably 
be fine-tuning the film until the morning of its premiere.” 

—EARL DITTMAN »» 


Looks like she’s got the scream 
down. Naomi Watts in King Kong 
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Director Commentary 
Director’s Journal 
Deleted Scenes 

And Much More 
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AEON FLUX 

WHO’S Charlize Theron, 

Frances McDormand 

WHO DIRECTED? Karyn Kusama (Girlfight) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Six years from now 
“industrial disease” will destroy 99 percent 
of mankind. Over the next 400 years the 
rest of us will come together and create a 
seemingly utopian society inside a walled 
city. But you know what happens with 
utopias... Theron seriously injured her back 
while filming her part as a revolutionary 
who’s out to assassinate the leader. 


MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA 

WHO’S i Zhang, Ken Watanabe 
WHO DIREC 2 Rob Marshall (Chicago) 
WHAT'S I “ UT? In the late 1920s a 
young girl living in a Japanese fishing 


Tilda Swinton, Rupert Everett 
Andrew Adamson (Shrek) 
? There are three distinct 
influences at work in this lavish retelling 
of C.S. Lewis’s most-popular fiction. First, 
of course, is Lewis himself — the beloved 
Irish writer known for spinning Christian 
themes into his tales for children. 

Then there’s director Adamson, a jovial, 
longhaired New Zealander whose only 
other directing credits are the two Shrek 
movies, considerably more irreverent fare. 

Finally there’s WETA, the New Zealand- 
based special effects company responsible 
for all the gruesome creatures and wonderful 
backdrops in Peter Jackson’s The Lord of 
the Rings movies. (We swear we spotted an 
Orc in the Narnia trailer.) 

Put them all together and you either have 
a dizzying cacophony, or one of the most 
wondrous kids’ movies of the past decade. 

The story will make any child look at 
common furniture with a new sense of 
wonder: Four young siblings move to the 
country to wait out the Second World War 
in the stately home of a reclusive professor. 
During a game of hide-and-seek, the 
youngest, Lucy, discovers that an old 
wardrobe is also a gateway to the secret 
world of Narnia, where talking foxes, 
beavers and other critters live in fear of 
the wicked White Witch (Swinton). 


village is sold to a geisha house, where 
the head geisha abuses her. Rescued by 
the kinder matron of a rival geisha house, 
she’s taught the meticulous manners 
needed to become a successful servant in 
Japan’s upper-crust society. This film’s 
been in production for so long that Steven 
Spielberg, once attached to direct, pulled 
out because of scheduling conflicts with 
A.!. and Minority Report. 


LUCKY YOU 

WHO’S a Bana, Drew Barrymore 
WHO DIRE ? Curtis Hanson 

en Her Sioes) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? With so many actors 
taking up ket as a second career (Ben 
Affleck, Jennifer Tilly...) it was only a 
matter of time until Hollywood cashed in 
on the raging fad. Bana played his cards 
right and snagged the lead in this drama 


- RS 


= 


famous 38 | september 2005 


set at the World Series of Poker in Vegas. 
Barrymore plays a singer who gets under 
his skin and Robert Duvall is his dad. 


ALL THE KING’S MEN 

WHO’S IN IT? Sean Penn, Jude Law 

WHO DIRECTED‘ Steve Zaillian (A Civil Action) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Already made into a 
movie in 1949, when it won the Oscar for 
Best Picture, Robert Penn Warren’s novel 
about a southerner (Penn) who goes from 
rural man of the people to corrupt politician 
gets a second kick at the big screen. Law 
plays Jack Burden, a newspaper reporter 
whose moral standing is also quickly 
corroding. Coincidentally, we’re sure, it was 
while making this movie that Law cheated 
on fiancée Sienna Miller with the nanny. 


BiG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 

| ; 2 Martin Lawrence, Nia Long 
WHO DIRECTED? John Whitesell 

pean Most ΠΒΜΙΘΟ] 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? FBI agent Malcolm 
Turner icarence) climbs back into a fat 
Suit to fight crime — but this time it’s 
not just a murder case, it’s a matter of 
national security. 


WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW: 
ARMAGEDDON 

Check www.famousplayers.com for a list 
of theatres where you can watch it live, 
and to buy tickets. 


THE PRODUCERS: THE MOVIE 
MUSICAL 

WHO’S IN IT? Matthew Broderick, 
Nathan Lane 

WHO DIRECTED? Susan Stroman (debut) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? From movie to musical 
to movie musical, Mel Brooks has sure 
gotten his money out of the little farce he 
wrote almost 40 years ago. As on 
Broadway, Lane plays scheming producer 
Max Bialystock and Broderick is lawyer 
Leo Bloom. Together they hatch a plan to 
mount a play so horrible that it will close 
quickly and they can run off with the 
financers’ money. But Springtime for 
Hitler is a huge hit, and they’re going to 
lose everything. Uma Thurman freshens 
up the cast as Swedish actress Ulla. 


MUNICH 

WHO’S ? Eric Bana, Marie-Josée Croze 
WHO DIRECTED? Steven Spielberg (War of 
the Worlds) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Spielberg’s latest passion 


project — about the murder of 11 Israeli 
athletes by Palestinian terrorists at the 
1972 Munich Olympics — has Montreal- 
born and -bred Marie-Josée Croze in a 
Significant role as a spy. Apparently, 
Spielberg was turned on to Croze (who 
now lives in Paris) after watching Denys 
Arcand’s Les /nvasions barbares, for 
which she won Best Actress at Cannes. 
Bana plays a Mossad (Israeli intelligence) 
agent tracking the terrorists. 


THE RINGER 

WHO’S ? Johnny Knoxville, Brian Cox 
WHO DIRECTED? Barry Blaustein 

(The Honeymooners) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Desperate for money, a 
pathetic loser (Knoxville) pretends he’s 
disabled in order to enter, and presumably 
win, at the Special Olympics. His fellow 
Olympians (who turn out to be better ath- 
letes anyway) quickly catch on, but decide 
to help him with his quest, just so he can 
beat the snobby reigning champion, Jimmy. 


Jim Carrey, Téa Leoni 
Dean Parisot (Galaxy Quest) 
In this update of the 1977 comedy, Dick (Carrey) and Jane (Leoni) find 
the only way they can keep up with the Joneses in their affluent suburban neighbourhood is 
by mugging people and robbing coffee shops. 


RUMOR HAS IT 

WHO’S IN IT? Jennifer Aniston, 

Shirley MacLaine 

WHO DIRECTED? Rob Reiner 

(This [5 Spinal Tap) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? MacLaine plays her 
second secretive grandmother of the fall. 
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First, she was the grandma Cameron Diaz 
never knew she had in October’s /n Her 
Shoes, and now she’s Aniston’s grand- 
mother, whose big secret is that she 
might have been the inspiration for the 
libidinous Mrs. Robinson in Charles 
Webb’s novel The Graduate, subsequently 
played by Anne Bancroft in the popular 
1967 film. 
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Bright Young Things 


farnous magazine salutes the tiny handful of celebrities who'll be 
attending university this fall 


never easy to head back to university. Goodbye freedom. So long spare time. 
See ya later mush-brain — that atrophy that set in right after your last exam 
felt great, but it’s time to exercise the grey matter again. 

And if it’s hard for the average student to head back to university, can you imagine 
how difficult it is for young celebrities? Although most of them find ways to 
juggle their studies with the occasional movie, there’s no doubt working toward a 
degree diminishes their ability to snag lucrative roles. That’s probably why there 
are so few actors at school this fall — which is exactly our reason for saluting the 
ones who are hitting the books. 


A: a leisurely summer whiled away on twinkly patios and sandy beaches it’s 


ANNE HATHAWAY 


Vassar College and New York University 
ENGLISH AND POLITICAL SCIENCE 


For the past few years, 22-year-old 
Anne Hathaway, or Annie to friends, 
has spent much of her time tucked 
away at Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, 
New York, majoring in English and 
political science. Seventy miles north of 
New York City and nestled in the pretty 
Hudson Valley, Vassar has a cloistered 
ambiance — in fact, 98 percent of its 
students live on campus. 

Although the Princess Diaries star has 
tried to keep a low profile on campus, 
rumour is she performed with Vassar’s 
all-girl a cappella group, Measure 4 
Measure, whose motto is “Aural 
pleasure guaranteed.” On the alumni 
page of the group’s website the only 
member in the past 23 years to be listed 
with only an initial for a last name is 
2004’s Annie H. 

In an interview with PBS Kids last 
year, Hathaway described juggling her 
career with school: “I usually do a 
semester, do a film, do a semester, do a 


I’m going to be transferring to a differ- 
ent school, somewhere in New York. It 
will be easier to work then because 
Vassar is so removed. You can’t get cell- 
phone access up there! So I think I’m 
just going to go to school in the city.” 

And transfer she did. This year she’ll 
attend New York University alongside 
the Olsen twins. 


film, do a semester, do two films. I think # 


HILARY DUFF 


Harvard University Extension School 


UNDECLARED 


Last January, the 17-year-old actor, 
singer and fashion designer, and her 
20-year-old sort-of-celebrity sister Haylie 
started online classes at Cambridge, 
Mass.’s Harvard University from the 
comfort of their L.A. home. 

In her web diary at hilaryduff.com 
the star of The Perfect Man and Raise Your 
Voice describes the program: “I just 
started my first day of college on 
Monday. I’m taking online classes for 
Harvard University. Really cool! I am 
really excited about going back to school 
and the online classes are really cool. 
The teachers film their lectures then link 
it to the web and I can watch them teach 
and take notes from my computer.” 

That is, actually, really cool. 

Part of the Ivy League university’s 
Extension School, you don’t have to 
pass any sort of entrance exam to take 
online classes. And that’s one of the 
reasons The Crimson, Harvard’s student 
newspaper, took a potshot at Hilary ina 
February article, saying “It’s one thing 
to say you go to Harvard, but it’s another 
to live la vida Harvard.” 

The Duff girls are taking two classes 
each while continuing with their acting 
projects. Apparently, anyone who can 
pay is welcome to enrol. Classes cost 
anywhere from $500 to $2,000 (U.S.), a 
small price to pay when you make 
$2-million per picture — Hilary’s take- 
home for each of her last three films. 
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AT BLOCKBUSTER? 


Rentals are due back at the date and time stated on the 
transaction receipt. There is no additional rental charge if 
a member keeps a rental item beyond the pre-paid rental 
period. However, if a member chooses to keep a rental 


item for more than a week after the end of the rental period, 


BLOCKBUSTER will automatically convert the rental to a 


sale on the eighth (8th) day after the end of the rental. 


If the member returns the item within 30 days of the 
sale date, BLOCKBUSTER will credit back to the 
membership account the amount previously charged to 
the member’s account but the member will be charged a 
one-time restocking fee of $1.75 per unit plus applicable 


taxes. See store for complete terms and conditions. 


Membership rules apply for rental. BLOCKBUSTER 
name, design and related marks are trademarks of 


Blockbuster Inc. ©2005 Blockbuster Inc. All rights reserved. 
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MARY-KATE AND 
ASHLEY OLSEN 


New York University 
UNDECLARED 


»» Last September, just a couple of 
months after Mary-Kate Olsen was treat- 
ed for an eating disorder, she and her 
twin sister Ashley started their fresh- 
man year at New York University, right 
in Manhattan. 

Just a month later there were rumours 
that Mary-Kate had dropped out. Not 
true, insisted Olsen’s publicist, who 
swore that both twins were still enrolled 
at the university’s Gallatin School of 
Individualized Study, a program which 
allows students to create their own 
course loads. Ashley is reportedly 
interested in psychology and fashion 
while Mary-Kate is concentrating on 
photography and, ironically, culinary arts. 

Still, an October 2004 article on 
the student-run NYU Livewire News 
Service, titled “Where are the Olsens?,” 
claimed that very few people on campus 
had ever seen the infamous 18-year-old 
stars of New York Minute and CEOs of 
their own, very profitable, line of 
merchandise. Even security guards at 


Gallatin’s main building couldn’t boast 
an Olsen spotting. The reporter did 
find a few of the twins’ Gallatin class- 
mates who confirmed that the pint-sized 
millionaires do come to class...often 
accompanied by a muscle-bound body- 
guard. 

While New York University may not 
be part of the Ivy League and doesn’t 
have the exclusivity of a Vassar, it does 
have cachet for the trendy scholar set. 
After all, it’s the university on which the 
WB’s_ Felicity was based. Technically, 
fuzzy-haired Felicity Porter followed 
her high school crush Ben to the 
University of New York, not NYU, but 
that’s only because the real school 
wouldn’t let the show borrow its name 
and reputation. Plus, for the past two 
years NYU has been ranked as the 
number one “dream school” in a survey 
of American high school students, 
ahead of Harvard, Stanford and Yale. 

The twins were planning to live 
together in a $7-million (U.S.) apart- 
ment, but put the chi-chi penthouse on 
the block this spring, deciding it was 
finally time to live apart. Mary-Kate has 
a place in artsy SoHo, while Ashley’s 
living in nearby TriBeCa. @ 
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But you can stop them dead in their tracks. 
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GO HOME wiTH ROBOTS, DESPERATE HOUSEWIVES or THE OUTSIDERS 1 sy scott caroner 


SEPTEMBER 6 


CRASH 

Stars: Matt Dillon, Sandra Bullock 

Director: Paul Haggis (debut) 

Story: In this searing drama about race in 
America, a diverse group of Los Angelinos 
— white and black, wealthy and working 
class — collide and connect with each 
other during 36 eventful hours. DVD 
Extras: “making of” featurette, director’s 
commentary 


SEPTEMBER 13 
FEVER PITCH 


Stars: Drew Barrymore, Jimmy Fallon 
Director: Peter and Bobby Farrelly 

(Stuck on You) 

Story: Red Sox superfan Ben (Fallon) 
romances Lindsey (Barrymore) and all is 
well until the season begins and his love 
for the team starts to push her away. With 
two out in the bottom of the ninth will he 
commit to her or the boys of summer? 
DVD Extras: director’s commentary, extended 


on 


Back to school also means back to good TV, 


with two of last season’s breakout hits — 
Lost (Sept. 6) and Desperate Housewives 
(Sept. 20) — making early DVD debuts 
just in time for fans new and old to catch 
up before new 
= episodes air. 
Other fan 


favourites of note 


include the 


second seasons of 


Las Vegas (Uncut 


} & Uncensored) and 


One Tree Hill (both 
Sept. 13), and the 
fourth seasons of 


and Gilmore Girls 
(Sept. 27). 
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Smallville (Sept. 13) 


“Red Sox” ending, four deleted scenes, 
gag reel 


THE HITCHHIKER’S 
GUIDE TO THE 
GALAXY 

Stars: Martin Freeman, 
Mos Def 

Director: Garth Jennings 
(debut) 

Story: Plucked from 
Earth just before it’s destroyed, befuddled 
galactic hitchhiker Arthur Dent (Freeman) 
embarks on a series of highly improbable 
— and very funny — adventures in search 
of ultimate answers about life, the uni- 
verse and everything. DVD Extras: two 
commentaries, deleted scenes, fake 
deleted scenes, “So Long & Thanks for 
All the Fish” singalong 


SEPTEMBER 20 


THE ADVENTURES OF SHARK BOY 
AND LAVA GIRL IN 3-D 


Stars: George Lopez, Kristin Davis 


THE comPLitl ΗΜ seasel 
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VS TY ET ΕἸ 15 ΕΠῚ 


Director: Robert Rodriguez 
(Spy Kids) 

Story: A lonely 10-year- 
old is whisked off on an 
incredible interplanetary 
adventure when the 
imaginary superheroes he 
created come to life. 


LAVAGIRY 


BORN INTO BROTHELS 

Director: Zana Briski and Ross Kauffman 
(debuts) 

Story: This year’s Oscar winner for Best 
Documentary, it chronicles the relationship 
between the filmmakers and a group of 
children who live in the red light district 
of Calcutta, India, where their mothers 
work as prostitutes. 


THE LONGEST 
YARD 

| Stars: Adam Sandler, 
A Chris Rock 
Director: Peter Segal 
(Anger Management) 
Story: An ex-football 
star (Sandler) winds 
up in jail where he 
agrees to lead a motley group of convicts 
ina “friendly” game against a team of 
badass prison guards. 


IT’S ALL GONE 
PETE TONG 

Stars: Paul Kaye, 

| Mike Wilmot 

/ Director: Michael Dowse 
(Fubar) 

Story: Shot in a mocku- 
mentary style reminiscent 
of This Is ae Tap, a legendary, drug- 
addled club DJ’s life and career start to 
unravel as he loses his hearing. 


MINDHUNTERS 

Stars: Val Kilmer, Christian Slater 

Director: Renny Harlin (Driven) 

Story: A team of FBI criminal profilers are 
training on aremote island when >> 
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> they realize one of their group is a 
serial killer and he (or she) is slaying 
them one by one. Now that’s a tough 
final exam. 


SEPTEMBER 27 


| DOGTOWN 


Emile Hirsch, 


Catherine 

Hardwicke (Thirteen) 
Based on the 

true events already 

=—= "= | told in the 2001 doc 
Dogtown and Z-Boys, a shaggy group of 
’70s teenagers invents a dynamic new 
aerial skateboarding style that launches 
them to fame and fortune. 
original Z-boys commentary, director and 
cast commentary, nine deleted scenes, 
seven featurettes, gag reel 


Ewan 

M McGregor, Robin 
! Williams 
a Chris Wedge 
Mea (Ice Age) 
In a shiny, 
=, clanky (and beautifully 

, | computer-animated) 
mechanical Worle populated entirely by 
robots, young Rodney Copperbottom 
sets out to save his hero, Big Weld, 
from the chop shop. “Aunt 
Fanny’s Tour of Booty” animated short, 
director’s commentary, a racing game 
for Xbox, deleted scenes, three 
featurettes 


THE SISTERHOOD OF THE 
TRAVELING PANTS 


Amber 
| Tamblyn, Alexis 
Bledel 


Ken 
Kwapis (Dunston 
Checks In) 

In this 
coming-of-age 
tale, four best 
friends keep in 
ἐσθ: over the summer by passing ff 
around a pair of “magic” thrift Ἶ 
shop jeans that fits each of them 
perfectly, despite their different 
sizes and shapes. 
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famous 50 


THE OUTSIDERS: 


In 1983, Francis Ford Coppola’s adaptation 
of S.E. Hinton’s novel — with its ’60s-set 
story of a feud between “greasers” from 
the wrong side of the tracks and upper- 
crust “socials” — struck a powerful chord 
with young Gen Xers. 

A stylized melodrama, the movie cap- 
tured the intensely teen feeling of being 
caught between childhood and adulthood 
— and not belonging anywhere. 

In hindsight, The Outsiders is also notable 
for its cast of young actors who would go on 
to become bona fide stars. As well as the 
finest performances Ralph Macchio and 
C. Thomas Howell ever gave, it also starred 
Matt Dillon, Patrick Swayze, Rob Lowe, 
Emilio Estevez, Tom Cruise and Diane Lane. 

For this two-disc re-issue (available 
Sept. 20) Coppola has reintegrated 22 
minutes, including a new beginning and an 
ending which is more true to the book. The 
set also boasts a new introduction and 
commentary by Coppola; commentary by 
Dillon, Macchio, Howell, Swayze, Lowe 
and Lane; three new documentaries; three 
featurettes and never-before-seen screen 

tests and auditions. 
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GO TO WWW.BLOCKBUSTER.CA FOR MORE INFORMATION 


september 2005 


DREW 
BARRYMORE 


Need a little more time? Go ahead and take it. No Late Fees at BLOCKBUSTER® 
Rent “Fever Pitch” September 13th. Also available to own on DVD. 


Movie and game rentals are due back at the date and time stated on the transaction receipt. There is no additional rental charge if a member keeps a rental item beyond the pre-paid 
rental period. However, if a member chooses to keep a rental item for more than a week after the end of the rental period, BLOCKBUSTER® will automatically convert the rental to a sale 
on the-eighth (8th) day after the end of the rental period. BLOCKBUSTER will post to the membership account the selling price for the item in effect at the time of the rental. The selling 
price will be discounted by the amount of the initial rental fee paid by the member at the time of rental. If the member returns the item within 30 days of the sale date, BLOCKBUSTER 
Us will credit back to the membership account the amount previously charged to the member’s account but the member will be charged a one-time restocking fee of $1.75 per unit plus 
applicable taxes. These rental terms are subject to change without notice at any time. Available at all BLOCKBUSTER Canada stores. See store for complete terms and conditions. Membership rules 
apply for rental. Release date and availability subject to change without notice. BLOCKBUSTER name, design and related marks are trademarks of Blockbuster Inc. ©2005 Blockbuster Inc. All rights 
reserved. © 2005 Twentieth Century Fox Home Entertainment, Inc. All rights reserved. “Twentieth Century Fox”, “Fox” and their associated logos are the property of Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. 


GIVENCHY 


VERY 


IRRESISTIBLE 
GIVENCHY 


THE NEW FRAGRANCE FOR MEN 


very intense, very elegant, very you 


